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There is a very large area of land throughout Canada available for 
settlement, either for agricultural or for mining purposes, the disposi­
tion of which is in the hands of the Dominion Government and of the 
several Provincial Governments, according to situation. These lands 
are known generally as " Crown Lands." 

The Crown Lands of the Dominion, commonly called Dominion 
Lands, are situated in Manitoba, the Territories, and what is known as 
the Railway Belt in British Columbia, and comprise some of the finest 
agricultural lands on the continent. In order to provide every facility 
for information to immigrants and settlers, a number of land agencies 
are situated at the most convenient points, where the fullest details can 
be obtained. 

Under an Order in Council passed 25th November, 1885, a large 
tract of land, inclosing several hot mineral springs at Banff, Alberta, 
was set apart as a national park to be known as " Rocky Mountains 
Park." Under an Order in Council passed 10th October, 1886, certain 
other reservations in the Rocky Mountains were also made for park 
purposes. These Orders in Council were passed under authority of 
provisions contained in the " Dominion Lands Act" respecting the 
reservation of public lands for park purposes, but the reservation of the 
Rocky Mountains Park was confirmed and particularly defined by the 
" Rocky Mountains Park Act,, 1887," chap. 32 of 50-51 Vic. Since its 
reservation many improvements have been completed in the park ; 
roads have been made, bridges built, burnt timber and brushwood re­
moved, buildings erected at the Hot Springs, at the " Cave and Basin," 
for the convenience of bathers and other visitc rs ; and lately a museum 
which already contains an interesting collection of 1,339 articles, found 
within the park or elsewhere in the Rocky Mountains, has been added to 
the attractions of this park. The majority of visitors call at the Cave 
and Basin, and in 1897 of those who registered there, 1,091 were Cana­
dians, 1,008 were from the United States, 336 from England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and the remainder from France, Germany, India, Australia, 
China, Japan, and other countries. 

The following are the comparative figures for the last eight years of 
transactions in Dominion Lands. The pre-emption system was term­
inated on 1st January, 1890. 
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